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A proteſtation . 
loue Þ we beare vnto trouthe. The 
ſeconde is, that we haue taken vp⸗ 
pon vs, longeſpthens, the defence 
of religion, Certes, ſeing that the 
byſſhoppe of Rome, calleth lerned 
men krom all parties, conductyng 
them by great rewardes, makynge 

as many of them Cardynalles, as 
he thinketh moſt mete and mol} re⸗ 
dy to defede fraudis # bntrouthes, 
we could not but with moche anxi⸗ 
etie caſte with our ſelfes, what ſoo 
great appꝛeparance of wittis ſhuld 
meane. As chaunce was, we geſſed 
euen as it kolowed. we haue ben ſo 
longe acquaynted with Romayne 
ſubtylties, and popyſſhe deceytes, 
that we well and eaſily iudged, the 


byſſhop of Rome to intende an al⸗ 
ſemble of his adherentes and men 
lwoꝛne, to thynke all his luſtes la⸗ 
wes. We were Ca: | 

the 
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the byſhop of Rome, hath called a 

councell, to the which he knew wel, 
eyther kewe oz none of the chzyſten 
pꝛincis coulde come, bothe the time 
that he indicted it, c alſo the place, 
where he appointed it to be, myght 
allurehym of this. But whyther 
wandereth not theſe popyſſhe bul- 
les, whether goo they nat aſtraye z 
what kynge is nat cyted and lum⸗ 
moned by a pꝛowde mynyſter and 
ſeruant ot kynges, to come to bol⸗ 
ſter vp errours, fraudes, deceytes, 
and vntrouthes ? and to ſette fo:th 
this feyned generall councell⸗ Foz 
who wyl not thinke, that Paul, the 
byſſhop of Rome, gothe ſooner a= 
boute to make men beleue, that he 
intendeth a generall counſell, than 
that he deſyꝛeth oone in dede ? No, 
who can leſſe delyꝛe it, thanne they 


that do diſpayꝛe of their cauſe, ex⸗ 
A. ili. cept 


proteſtation. 
cepte they be iudges, and gyue len⸗ 
tence them leltes ayenſte their ad- 
uerſaries: We, which very ſooꝛe a⸗ 
venſte our wyll, at any tyme leaue 
of the pꝛocuremente of the realme 
and common weale, nede neither to 
come our ſelues, noꝛ vet to ſend our 
pꝛocuratours thither, no noꝛ yet to 
make our excuſe fo: either of both. 
Fo2 who canne accuſe vs, that we 
come not at his call, which hath no 
auctoꝛitie to call vs. But foꝛ a ſea⸗ 
ſon let vs, as a ſoꝛte of blyndlinges 
do, graunte, that he maye calle vs, 
pᷣ he hath auctoꝛitie ſo to do, vet we 
pꝛay vou, may not all men ſee, what 
auayleth it, to come to this cou cell. 
where ye ſhall haue no place, except 
ve be knowen both wyllynge to op⸗ 
pꝛeſſe truthe, and alſo redye to con⸗ 
kyune and ſtablyſhe errours. Doo 
not all men perceyue, as wel as we, 


with 
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with what integritie, fydelytie, and 
religion, thele men go about to di⸗ 
ſcuſſe matters in controuerſp, that 
take thein in hand in ſo troubleſom 
a tyme as this is! Is it not playn, 
what fruite the common weale of 
chiiſtendome maye looke foz there, 
where as Mantua is choſen the place 
to kepe this councell at Is there 
any pꝛince, not being of Italy, yea 
is there any of Italye, pꝛince, oꝛo⸗ 
ther, diſſentyng from the pope, that 
dareth come to this aſſemble, and 
to this place: It there come none, 
that dare ſpeake foꝛ troden trouth, 
none that wyll venture his lyke, is 
it meruayle, if the byſhop of Rome 
beinge iudge, no man repynynge, 


no man ayenſayinge.thedefenders | 


of the papacy obteyn, that popiſhe 
auctozitie, nowe quaylyng and al- 
moſte fallen, beſette vp ayene: Js 

A. iii. this : 
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this the waye.to helpe thynges af- 
flycte, to redzeſſe troubled religion, 
to Iyfte vp oppꝛeſſed trouth : Shal 
men this waye knowe, whether the 
Romapne byſhops(whtche in very 
dede, ar ik ve loke eyther vpon their 
doctryne, oꝛ lyfe, karre vnder other 
byſhoppes) ought to be made lyke 
they: kelowes, that is, to be pa⸗ 
ſtours, in their oon diol. c lo to bſe 
no further power, oz elles, whether 
they may make lawes, not only vn⸗ 
to other byſhoppes, but alſo to kin⸗ 
ges and emperours: O boldneſſe, 
mete to be beten downe with fozce, 
t not to be cõuynced with argumẽ⸗ 
tes. Can eyther Paule, that nowe 
loꝛdeth, oꝛ any of his, erneſtely goo 
aboute (it they alone, oz at the leſte 
without any aduerſarye be thus in 
a coꝛner aſſembled togyther)to hele 
the ſpckeneſles, to take awaye the 

errours, 


R 
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trrours, to plucke downe the abu⸗ 
ſes, that nowe are crepte into the 
churche, and there be bolſtered vp, 
by ſuche councelles.as nowe is like 
to be at Mantua : It is very lpke, 
that theſe, which pꝛoule fo2 nothige 
but p:ofyte, woll right gladly pulle 
downe, all ſuche thynges, as their 
fozefathers made, onely foz the en⸗ 
creaſe of Money. Vohere as theyz 
koꝛefathers, whan theyꝛ honour , 
power, paimacye, was called into 
queſtiõ, wold either in ſpite of god⸗ 
dis law, mayntein their dignitie, oz 
to lap better, their itollerable pꝛide, 
is it lyke, that thele wol not trede in 
their ſteppes, c make naughty new 
canons, wherby they maye defende 
olde euyl decrees? Howe be it, what 
nede we to care, eyther what they 
haue done, o2 what they intende to 
do hereakter, foꝛ as moche as Eng⸗ 
| A. b. | lande 
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lande hathe taken her leaue, of pg- 
| piſſhe craftes foꝛ euer, neuer to be 
deluded with theym hereafter. Ro⸗ 
mayne byſhops haue nothynge to 
doo with englyſſhe people, the one 
dothe not trafycke with thother. at 
the leſte thoughe they wyll haue to 
doo with vs, yet we wolle none of 
their marchaundyle, none of theyz 
ſtuffe. We woll reteyne them of our 
councell no moze. woe haue ſought 
ourhurte, and bought our loſſe, a 
great whyle to longe. Surely their 
decrees, either touchynge thinges 
ſette vp, oꝛ putte downe, ſhall haue 
none other place with vs, than all 
byſhoppes decrees haue, that is, if 
we lyke them, we admytte them, yt 
we do not, we refuſe thein. But leſt 
peraduenture men ſhal thinke vs, 
to folowe our ſenſis to moche, and 


that we moued by ſmall oꝛ no iuſte 
cauſes 
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cauſes, fozlſake thauctoutte, cenſu⸗ 
res, decrees,and popiſhe councels, 
wethoughte it beſte here, to ſhewe 
our mynde to the hole wozlde. 

Wherkoze we pꝛoteſte befoze god, 
and all men, that we enbꝛace, pꝛo⸗ 


tfkeſſe, and woll euer ſo do, the ryghte 


and holy doctrine of Chꝛiſt. All the 
articles of his faithe, no tote omit⸗ 
ted, be all ſoo dere vnto vs, that we 
wolde moche ſooner ſtande in ieo⸗ 
perdy of our realme, than to ſe any 
poynte of Chꝛiſtis relygion in ieo⸗ 
perdye with vs. We pꝛoteſte, that 
be neuer wente from the vnitie of 
this fayth, neyther that we woll de⸗ 
part an ynche from it. No, we woll 
moche ſooner loſe our lyues, than 
any article of our belefe ſhall decay 
in Englande. we, which in al this 
cauſe, ſecke nothyng but the glozy 
of god, the pzofyte and quietnes be 
the 
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the woꝛlde, pꝛoteſte, that we can ſuf- 
fre deceyuers no longer. We neuer 
refuled to come to a generall coun⸗ 
cell, no, we pꝛompſe all our labour, 
ſtudy, and kydelitie, to the lettynge 
vp of troden trowth, and troubled 
religion in their place ageyne, and 
to doo all that ſhall Ive in vs, to fy⸗ 
nyſhe ſuche controuerſies, as haue, 
a great whyle to longe, vexed chzy- 
ſtendome. Onely we woll all chꝛy⸗ 
ſten men be admonyſſhed, that we 
can ſuſfre no lenger, that they be e⸗ 
ſtemed wyllynge to take away er⸗ 
roꝛs, which in dede, by all the ways 
theyꝛ wittes woll ſerue theym, go a⸗ 
bout this alone, that no man, peyne 
of dethe, may ſpeake ageynſte any 
errour oz abuſe. 

¶ we wolde haue a councelle, we 
deſpꝛe it, ve and craue nothynge ſo 


ofte of god, as that we maye haue 
| one, 


ok trouthe. We woll it be generall, 


be pꝛelente, and there frankely vt⸗ 
ter his mynde. Foꝛ thanne it ſhall 
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one. But yet we woll, that it be ſu⸗ 
che, as chulten men ought to haue, 
that is, franke and free, where eue⸗ 
ry man, without feare, may ſay his 
mynde. We delyꝛe, that it be an ho⸗ 
ly councell where euery man maye 
go about to ſet vp godlynes # not 
apply all their ſtudy to oppꝛeſſinge 


that is to ſay, kepte at ſuche tyme, 
and in luche place, that euery man, 
which leketh the glozy of god may 


ſeme generall, eyther whan no ma, 
that diſlenteth frome the byſhop of 


Rome, is compelled to be frome it, 
oꝛ whã they that be pꝛeſent, are not 


letted by any iuſte terrour to ſaye 
boldly, that they truly thynke. Fo? 
who wolde not gladly come to ſuch 
a councell, except it be the pope, his 

car= 
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Cardinalles,and popiſſhe byſhop- 
pes: On the other [yde, who is ſo 
_ foolyſhe, where as the chieke point, 


that is to be handled in this coun⸗ 
cel, is the popes owne cauſe power 
> pꝛmacy, to graunt, that the pope 
ſhuld reigne, ſhulde be iudge, ſhuld 
be pꝛelident of this councell: If he, 
which in dede, can neuer think him 
ſelle able to defende his cauſe, be⸗ 


made his owne iuge, and lo cotro- _ 
uerſes not decyded, but erroꝛs ſette 


foꝛe any other Judge, be eyermoze 


bp, what can be deuyfed in the co: | 


mon welthe of Chaiſtendome moze 
hurtfull to the trouthe, than gene- | 
rall councelles? 
CAND HERE to touche ſome: 


what, their impudent atrogancye. 
by what law, power, oz honeſt title, 
take they vpon them to cal kinges, 
tolomon pꝛincis, to appere, where 
they? 


dvd 
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their bulles commaunde them: In 


_ rour kinges,and pꝛincis. why now 


A proteſtation. 


tyme paſte, all councelles were ap⸗ 
poynted by thauctozitie, conſente 
and commaundement of thempe⸗ 


taketh the byſhoppe of Rome this 


vp pon hym ? Some woll ſaye it is 
monꝛe likely, that biſhops woll moꝛe 


tender the cauſe ok religion, glad⸗ 


tat he that choleth ſuch a tyme as 


-emperours, kinges,o2 pꝛincis. The 


lier haue errours taken away, than 


woꝛld hath good experience of the, 


ànd euerp mau ſeeth, how faithkul⸗ 


nowe polleth, taketh occaſyon to ſet 


| tp they haue hadled religious mat- 
ters. Js there any man, that dothe 
nat ſe howe vertuouſly Paul, that 


vp his tyzany ageyn! Is it nat like 


this is, to kepe a councel, moch en⸗ 
tendeth the redzeſſe of thinges that 
nowe are amyſſe, that he ſeketh the 


reſto⸗ 
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reſtoꝛyng of religion, that now cal⸗ 
leth a councell, the Emperour and 
che frenche kynge, two pꝛyncis of 
great power, ſo bent to warres that ji 
neyther they, noꝛ any other chꝛiſten 
pꝛince, can in maner do any thyng, |! 
but loke foꝛ the ende of this longe 
warre. Go to, goo to byſſhoppe ol 
Rome, occaſion longe wyllſhed foz, 
offreth her ſeife vnto you, take her, 
the openethe a wyndowe foz2 voure 
kraudes to crepe in at, call your car 
dynals, your owne creatures, ſhew 
them, this is a ioly tyme to deceyue 
pꝛvncis in. O fooles, we calle pou 
kooles agaynſt our wylles. O wyc⸗ 
ked men, we call pou wycked with 
all our harte. Are you not fooles, | 
whiche beinge longe luſpected not 
onely of pꝛincis, but of all chꝛiſten 
peple in maner, that in no cale you 
coulde be bzought to a general _ 
cell 
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il cell playnly ſhewe the holle wozld, 
d (that by theſe your cõciltables, your 
df Hutter mutter in coꝛners pou take 
It a way al hope of a lawful catholike 
n and generall councell: Are vou not 
. wycked, which lo hate trouth, that 
e excepte ſhe be vtterly banylſhed ye 
c (wpll neuer ceſſe to vere her?Thelt- 
uynge god is alyue, neythertrouth 
4 his darlynge, he beinge alyue, can 
4 be called to fo great ſhame, contu⸗ 
melp, iniurie. J lye,it maye well be 
1 called to all theſe, but yet it canne 
> come to none of theym. Who is he. 
: that greuouſly lamenteth not, men 
to be ot ſuche ſhamefull boldenes, 
to ſhewe apertely, that they be ene⸗ 
myes vnto Chꝛiſte hym ſelfe : On 
thother ſyde, who wyl nat be glad, 
to ſee ſuche men as kolyſhe as they 
be wpcked ! The wozlde, good byl⸗ 
ſhop, is not nowe in a 1 590 ſuſpi⸗ 


tion, 
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tion, as it hath bene that you woll 
no refoꝛmation of erroꝛs, but euery 
man ſeeth befoze his eyes, your de⸗ 
ceytes, your wycked myndes your 
immoztall hatrede that pe beare a- 
r= the trouthe . Euery manne 
eeth, howe many miſerable trage⸗ 
dies your pꝛetenſe of an bnitie and 
coco2de, hath bought into chuſten- 
dome. They ſee, your faire face o 
peace hath ſerued ſedition, c trou- | 
blid almoſt, al chꝛiſtẽ realmes. They | 
ſe, ve neuer oppugne religion moe, : 
than whan ye woll ſeme moſt to de⸗ 
fende it. They be ſoꝛye to ſee, that 

great wyttes, a longe ſeaſon, haue 

ſpende their hole ſtrength in defecce | 
of deceytes:reaſon to putte his hole 

power, to the pzomotynge of pꝛide, | 
and vngodlynes : vertues to ſerue 
vyces:halynes to be ſlaue to hypo= | 
crylt te: pzudencye,to lubtylitie, 7 u⸗ 
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ſtice to tvꝛannv. They be glad, that 
ſcripture nowe fyghteth foz it ſelfe, 


& not ageinſt it ſelfe.They be glad, 


that god is not compelled to be a⸗ 


geinſte god, Chꝛiſte ageinſt Chziſt. 


(They be glad, that ſubtilitie hathe 
doone no moꝛe hurt to relygion in 


tyme paſt, than now cõſtancy doth 


good to trouthe. They ſe, the mar⸗ 
kes that ye haue ſhot at in all your 
councelles paſte, to be, Lucre, Mo⸗ 
ney, Gaynes. They ſe, vou ſought 
pour pꝛotyte, yea, thoughe it were 
topned with þ laughter of trouthe. 
They ſe.ye wolde euer, that ſooner 
iniurie ſhuld be done to the goſpel, 
than that pour auctoꝛitie, that is to 
ſap, arrogantimpudency.ſhulde in 
any poynte be diminiſhed. And we 
p:ay you, what may Paule, the by- - 
ſhop of Rome, ſeme nowe to go a⸗ 
boute, whiche ſeinge all pꝛincis oc⸗ 

B. ii. cupied 
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cupyed in greatte affayres , wolde 
ſteale, as he callith it a general coũ⸗ 
cell, what other thynge than herby 
to haue ſome excuſe, to refuſe a ge⸗ 
nerall coticell hereafter, whan time 
t place moche better, foꝛ the hande⸗ 
lynge ok matters of religion, ſhall 
be gyuen vuto pꝛincis of chꝛiſten⸗ 
dome: He wol think he may thã do, 
as pꝛincis nowe do. He wol thinke 
it lautull not to come than, bicauſe 
pꝛincis nowe come not? We pꝛaye 
god, that we euer bꝛaule nat oone 
with an nother foꝛ relygion, no noz 
that where we dilſente as moche as 
men may, weal ſay. wedefende the 
better part, we be in the right way. 
We pꝛay god, that the wozlde maye 
enioye peace and tranquillitie, and 
that then we may haue bothe tyme 
and place to ſettle relygion. Foz ex⸗ 
cept tyzite paincts agree, and _— 
atd 
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Tatde aſpde.ſcke peace he loſeth his 
labour, that leketh a general coun⸗ 
cell. Jf the byſhop of Rome, maye 
kepe his councell, whyle they thus 
be togyther, wol not there be made 
many pꝛety decrees: It they, whi⸗ 
che wolde come, ik they had leyſer, 
be abſente, and we, whiche though 
we lafely myght come, wyl not lole 
any parte of our ius, trowe pou in 
all our abſence, that the byſſhop of 
Rome, wyl not handle his pꝛofite ct 
pꝛimacy wel Paule, howe can any 
of ours not refule to come to Man⸗ 
tua, through fo many peryls, a citie 
ſo farre ſet from Englande, ſo nigh 
your frendes, kynſmen, and adhe⸗ 
rentes : Is he not bnwozthye lyfe, 
that where he maye tarye at home, 
woll paſſe thzough lo many ieoper⸗ 
dies of lyke⸗ Can he, which cometh 
to Cremona, a citie not karre from 
B. iii. Mantua 
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Mantua, be ſałe, it he be taken not 
to be the byſhop of Romes frende,þ 
is, as the cõmon ſoꝛt of deceiuid peo 
ple doth interpꝛetate, an heretique? 
And ik there come to Mantua luch 
anombze, as wolde furnyſhe a ge⸗ 
neral coũſel, may not Matua ſeme 
to litell, to recepue lo many geſtes 
Put theſe two togyther, al the way 
from Englande to Mantua is full 
of iuſte peryls, and vet ił ve eſcape 
all thoſe, the very place, where the 
councell is kepte, is moze to be ſuſ⸗ 
pected, than all the way. Do pe not 
kno we, al cyuyle lawes to compell 
no man to come to any place, where 
he ſhall be in ieoperdy of his lyfe al 
the way! we haue no ſafe conducte 
to paſſe and retourne by the domy⸗ 
nyons of other pꝛyncis. And pf we 
had a ſaulfe conduct, vet ſhulde not 
we be charged with raſſhenes that 

where 
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where iuſte terrour myght haue di⸗ 
ſwaded vs from luche a tourneye, 
commytted our ſelues to ſuche pe⸗ 
ryls: Surelp, he that, the tyme be⸗ 
lnge as it is, thinges ſtandynge as 
they do, wyll go from Englande to 
Mantua, may be careles, it he lack 
wpytte, lure of his arryualle, 02 re⸗ 
turne krom thens he canne not be. 
Foz who doth not knowe, howe okt 
the byſhops ok Rome, haue playde 
kals partes with them, thatinſuche 
matters haue truſted to their laufe 
conductes⸗ Howe ofte haue they 
cauſed, by their perkydie ſuche men 
to be ſ lapne, as they haue pꝛomiſed 
by their feith befoze. that they ſhuld 
both come ſafe, and go ſafe: Thele 
be no newes, popes to be falſe po⸗ 
pes to kepe noo pꝛompſe, neither 
with god noꝛ man: Popes, cõtrary 
to their othes to dekyle their cruell 
| B. iiti. handes 
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handes with honeſt mens bloudde, 
But we tarye to longe in thynges, 
that as well touche all men as vs. 
Me woll, thele nowe layde aparte, 
tourne our Dzation into luch thin⸗ 
ges, as pꝛiuately towche bothe vs, 
kynge Henry the eight, and all En⸗ 
glyſhe men. Is it vnknowen, to a- 
ny man, what mynde Paule the bi⸗ 
ſhop of Rome, beareth to vs king 
Henry the. viii. to vs his nobilitie, 
to vs his gracis byſhoppes, and to 
vs all his gracis ſubiectis, foꝛ the 
pullyng downe of his vſurped po⸗ 
wer, and pꝛoude pztmacy,foz expel⸗ 
lyng of his vlurped turisdiction,+ 
fo: delyuering of our realme from 
his greuous bõdage and pollage 
Who ſeeth not hym euen inklamed 
with hatrede ageynſte vs, and the 
flames to be moche greatter than 
he can nowe kepe theym in: He is 
| an 


A proteſtation. 


an open enemy he diſſembleth noo 


lenger,p2ouokynge all men, by all 
the meanes vᷣ he can, to endomage 
vs and our coũtrey. This thꝛe ye- 
res he hath ben occupied in no one 
thinge ſo moche as howe he myght 
ſtyꝛe vp the cõmens ok Englande, 
nowe coꝛruptynge ſome with mo⸗ 
ney, ſome with dignities. We lette 
paſſe, what letters he hath waiten, 
to chꝛiſten pꝛincis, with howe great 
keruent ſtudye, he hath exhoꝛted me 
to ſette vpon vs. The good vycar 
of Chatſte, by his doinge ſheweth, 
howe he vnderſtondeth the woꝛdes 
of Chꝛiſte. Be thinketh, he playeth 
Chaiſtts parte well, whan he maye 


ſay as Chꝛiſte dyd, Non veni pace mit- 


tere in terram, ſed gladium, I come not 
to make peace in erthe but to ſende 
lwerdes about: And not ſuch ſwer⸗ 
des, as Chꝛiſte wolde his to be ar⸗ 

| | B. b. med 
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med withall , but ſuche as cruelle 
inaquellers, abuſe in the llaughter 
ok their neighbours. We meruaple 
lyttel, though they vere other p2in- 
cis ofte fi eing they recompence our 
fauour,ſhewed to theym, with con⸗ 
tumelyes, our benefites with iniu⸗ 


Ties. We woll not rcherle here how 
many our benefytes, beſtowed vpõ 


Romayne byſhoppes be loſte. God 
be with ſuche vngrate Carles vn- 
wozthy to be noumbzed amongeſt 
men. Certes ſuche that a man may 
welle doubte, whether god oz man 
hath better cauſe to hate them, But 
p we haue lerned to owe good wpl, 

euen to them that immoztally hate 
vs, what coulde we wyſhe them foo 
euylle, but they haue deſerued mo⸗ 
che wozſe⸗ We wyllhe theym this 
hurte alone that god lende them a 


better mynde. God be thanked, we 
haue 


A oroveſiations 
haue made all they: ſeditious entẽ⸗ 


tes, ſoner to ſhewe theyꝛ great ma⸗ 
lyce towardes vs, thã to do vs mo⸗ 
che hurte, yet they haue wel taught 
vs, euermoꝛe to take good hede, of 
our enempes. Undoutedlp. it were 
good goynge to Mantua, and to 
leaue theyr whelpes amonges the 
lambes of our flocke. ohen we be 
wery ol our welth, we wol euen do 
than as they wolde haue bs nowe 
do. No no as longe as we ſhall ſee 
his harte ſo good towardes vs, we 
truſt vpõ his warnyng, we chal wel 
pꝛoupde to withſtande his cruel ma 
lyce. No let hym nowe ſpende his 
deceytes, whan they can hurt none 
but ſuche as wolde decepue, and ar 
decepued. They haue, by ſundzye 
wapes made vs pzeuy, howe moch 
we be bound to them. It went nigh 
| their hartes to lee the _— 
| 0 
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of July, of Clement the ſeuenth ot 
Paule the thirde, nothing to be re⸗ 


garded with vs. They be aftraide, 
pf we ſhulde ſuſteyne no hurte, by⸗ 
cauſe we iuſtely reiected their pꝛy - 
macy, that other pꝛincis wolde be⸗ 
gynne to do lykewyſe, and to ſhage 
of theyr ſhulders the heuye bur- | 
thens that they ſo lõge haue bozne, | 
ageynſte Scripture, all ryght and 
reaſon. They be ſoꝛv, to ſe the way | 
ſtopped, that nowe theyꝛ tyꝛannve 
auaryce pꝛyde, can haue noo pal 
ſage into Englande, whyche was 
wont to walke,to triumph, to toſſe, 


ſuffer pꝛiuileges, that is to ſave ly- : 


them by our foꝛfathers, bꝛought in 


to trouble all men. They can ſcaſe 


cence to ſpoyle our cyteſins, gyuen |, 


by errozfull cuſtome, to be taken | 
from them. They thinke it vnlat- | 


full, that we require thinges _ | 
ult 
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full of them that wyll be bnder no 
lawes. Chey thynke, we do theym 
wꝛonge, bycauſe we woll not ſuffer 
them to do vs wzonge any lengar. 
They ſee their marchandyſe to be 
banylſhed, to be fozbydden. They 
fe, that we wyl bie no lengar chalke 
koꝛ chele. They lee they haue loſte 
a afay:efleſe, vengiable ſoozye, that 
they canne dilpatche no moꝛe par- 

dons, dilſpenſations, tot, quottes, 
with the reſte of their baggage and 
tromperie. Englande is no moꝛe a 
babe, there is no manne here, but 
nowe he knoweth, that they do fo⸗ 
lyſſhely, that gyue golde foꝛ leade, 
moe weyght of p, thã they receyue 
| of this. They pale not, thoughe 
Peter and Poules faces, be grauẽ 
| in theleade, to make fooles fapne, 
No webe ſooꝛp, that they ſhulde a⸗ 
bule * ſayntes vyſages, — the 


begy⸗ 


4 


A proteſtation. | 
begylynge of the wozlde . Surely 
excepte god take awaye our righte 
wittes,not only his auctozitie ſhall - 
be dꝛiuẽ out foꝛ euer, but his name 
allo ſhoztly ſhal be fo:gotten in En 
glande. We woll from hensfozthe, 
al ke counſell of hym and his; wha ; 
we luſte tobe deceyued , whan we 
couet to be in errour, whan we de⸗ 
ſyꝛe to offende god, trouth, and ho- 
neſtie. Af a man may geſle the hole 
woꝛke by the fundation, where de⸗ 
ceytes begynneth the wozke,can a- ö 
ny other than deceytes be buylded 
bpon this foundation ⸗ vchat can 
you loke fo: in this Mantuan coun⸗ 
cel, other than thoppꝛeſſion of truth 
and true religion: It there be any 
thynge well done, thynke as euery 
man dothe, byſhoppes of Rome to 
be accuſtomed. to do a few thinges | 
well, that many euyll map the bet⸗ 
ter 
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ter be taken at their handes. They, 


whan they luſte, can pelde ſomme 
parte ot their ryghte they are con⸗ 
tente, that ſomme of their decrees, 
ſomme of they? errours and abu⸗ 
ſes be repꝛehended: but they are 
neuer moe to be feared , thanne 
whan they ſhewe them ſelfe moſte 
gentyl. Fozyf they graunt a fewe, 
they axe many: yt they leaue a lyt- 
tell, they wylle be ſutre of a greatte 
deale. Scale a man maye knowe, 
howe to handell hyin ſelfe, that he 
take no hurte at their handes yea 
whan they bleſſe hym, whyche ſel- 
dome do good, but fo2an intent to 


do euyll. Certaynly come who ſoo 


wyll, to theſe ſhoppes of deceytes. 
to theſe faires of fraudes, we woll 
leſe no part of out ryght in coming 
at his call, that oughte to be called. 
and not to calle. We wolle neyther 

come 


A proteſtation . 
come at Mantua, noꝛ ſende thyther |} 
foz this mattier. | 
CHYTHERTO we haue rea- 
ſoned themattier, as thoughe the 
councell ſhulde haue bene kepte at 
Mantua. Mowe wolle we ſpeake 
ſomwhat of this laſt bull, that pꝛo- 
rogeth the councell vntvll Nouem⸗ 
bꝛe, and appoynteth it to be kept no 
where. Is it not lyke, that nothyng 
ſhall be done amyſſe, in this coun⸗ 
cell, if it be kept no where⸗ As god 
help the pope andhis, amatter wel 
handled. We pꝛoꝛoge the councell, 

layth the pope, bycauſe the duke of 
Mantua, woll in no cale ſuffre vs 
to kepe any there, excepte we main⸗ 
tepne a noumbꝛe of warryours fo? 
the defence of his towne. Is not 
this a pꝛety, oꝛ to lay as it is, a ſpite 
full mockynge of all chꝛiſten pꝛyn⸗ 


cis, to cal them to a place, where, in 
dede 


f A proteſtation. 
; | ſptteth aboue all kynges ⸗woꝛdes 
Can not countreuayle weapons re⸗ 
ſon is not harde, where ſouldiours 
fre hyꝛed to rage. Thus all men ſe, 
that woll ſe, if an army were there. 
that no wyle man wolde putte his 
| Iyfein ieoperdye, to come thyther. 
| On theotherſpde, yk there be none 
àͤrmpe, that thenne councelle there 
tanne be none. Soo that alwayes 
the pope and his, were lure. that 
there ſhoulde be no generall coun- 
telle. owe lette vs adde alſo this 
thynge vnto thother. If we, whi⸗ 
che dwell farre from Mantua. had 
intended to haue bene there, ſhulde 
we not haue bene at our tourneyes 
ende, betoꝛe this laſte bulle eame to 
| Vs: Shulde wenothaue paydour 
| greatte coſtes and charges, with a 
greatter loſſe of our labour The 
| * — appovnted the pere of our 
5 C.ii. loꝛde 
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lozde. M. D. rxxvit.the.xriti. daye - 
of Mape. This newe bulle cometh 
to vs, in the later end of June, and 
to them, to whome it came ſooneſt, 
it coulde not ſo ſoone come, but it 
myght iuſtely leme to come to late. 
But let other pꝛincis and pꝛelates, 
ik there be any, that pꝛepared thy⸗ 
therwarde, chaufe with thepm, we 
kele no damage, whiche ſturred no 


koote that waye foz this pourpoſe. 


All men may well lee, that he is bur 
Iyttell ſoꝛy, no, that he nothyng ca⸗ 
reth, koꝛ the Turkes inuadynge or 


chꝛiſten pꝛincis dominions, whiche 


cell, whan in dede they can ſcaſe by 
all theyꝛ ſtudy, induſtry, and wyt⸗ 
tes, relpſte his cruelle interpꝛiſes. 
Howe be it we woll not charge the 
with it, all though we myght better 
laye it to their charge than they be 


ab 


wolde pꝛincis to come nowe to coũ⸗ 
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able to put it away. 
¶ This laſt bull, pꝛocedinge won⸗ 


derkull popiſhely, pꝛoꝛogeth the ho⸗ 


ly aſſemble vnto the month of Mo⸗ 
> — vntyl that tyme we are not 
loked foꝛ. Than he commaundeth, 
ſpecially patriarches, archbiſhops, 
byſhops,abbottes,and other of the 


ſpiritualtie, by the vertue of obedi- 


ence, and vnder peyne of ctrſyng, 
to be pꝛeſent. But where he wyl be, 
o2 to what place, we ſhall come, no 
man knoweth. No in very dede, he 
kno weth not as yet hym ſelfe. And 
what maketh it matter, as good no 
where as where it can not be:al wel 
no place ſerueth hym, that intẽdeth 
no councelle, as all places: moche 
better to name none than to name 


| ſuche, as he purpoleth not to come 


to. He bꝛeakethe noo pzomple, it he 
mave none To mocke pꝛincis but 
C. iii. ones, 
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ones, is a ſmalle faute in a pope. 
This we be aſſured of , eyther he | 


woll appoynte one. pf he appoynte 
any, in ſome citie of his owne, (we 
call thoſehis owne, which his pꝛe⸗ 
deceſlours haue wꝛongfully extoꝛ⸗ 
ted frome other pꝛyncis, and thoſe, 
whiche he nowe kepeth, contrary to 
equitie and iuſiyce) oꝛ elles he wyll 


call vs to ſome other pzincis domi⸗ 
nion. To the fyꝛſt no man pᷣ wiſe is, 
and diſſenteth from his opynyons, ' 
woll come. And ik he call vs, where 
he without an hoſte can not be (uf- 
kred to entre, ſhall not they be iuſt⸗ 
ly charged with folye, whiche ones 
deceyued, woll be deceyued ayene* 
Is he not lyke to deceyue vs, that 
pꝛomyſeth moze than he canne per⸗ 
foꝛme : But we diſpute to longe in 
a tyynge, that pertayneth lyttell to 
vs. Foz what place ſo euer he _—_ 4 

eib 


' Aproteſtation, 
be it neuer ſoo ſure, we wolle neuer 
come to any aſſemble at his calle. 
No, we wolle Paule and his adhe- 
kentes vnderſtand that, that we oft 
haue ſayd, and nowe ſay, and euer 
woll lap, He noꝛ his hath none au⸗ 
-  ctozite, no iurildiction in Englade, 
pe giue him no moꝛe then hehath, 
that is neuer a dele. That which he 
' Hath bſurped ageinſt goddis lawe, 
. andextozted by violẽce, we by good 
ryght, take from hym ageyne. But 
he and his woll ſay, we gaue them 
a Pꝛimacy. We here them wel. We 
gaue it pou in deede. If you haue 
auctozitie bpon vs, as long as our 
conſent gyueth it vou, and you euer 
moꝛe woll make your plee Vpo our 
conſent, thã let it haue euẽ an ende, 
where it began, we conſent no lon⸗ 
ger, pour auctozitie muſt nedes be 
goone. Jf we beinge deceyued by 


C.liii. falſe 
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A proteſtation. | 
falſe p2etenſe of puell alleged ſcri⸗ 
ptures,gaue to you that you ought 
to haue refuſed, Ychy may we not, 
our errournowe percepued, youre 
deceyte elpied take it ageyne⸗ We 
pꝛincis wꝛote our ſelfes, to be inke⸗ 
riours to popes: as longe as we 
thought ſo, we obeyde them as our 
ſuperiours.Mowe, we wꝛyte not as 
we dyd and therfoze they haue noo 
great cauſe to meruayle, if we here⸗ 
after do nat as we dyd. Bothe the 
lawes cyuile, and alſo the lawes oKtk 
god, be on our ſyde. Foꝛ a free man 
bozne dothe not leſe his libertie, no 
no: hurte the plee of his lybertie, 
though he wꝛite hym ſelke a bonde 
man. Ageyne, yf they leane to cu⸗ 
ſtome, we ſende them to ſaynte Cy- | 
pꝛian, whiche layth, that cuſtome, 
ik trouthe be not toyned with hit, is 
nothyng, but erroris vetuſtas, that is, 

an 


* 
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and lyke. He neuer ſayd, Ego ſum con⸗ 
ſuetudo, Þ am the cuſtome. Wherfoꝛe 
ſeynge cuſtome ſerueth you on the 
one ſyde, and leripture vs, vppon 
thother are ye able to matche vs: 
In howe many places, doth Chꝛiſt 
monyſhe you to ſeke no pꝛimacv, to 
p2eferre pour ſelłe to no body, no, to 
be obediẽt vnto all creatures. Your 
olde title Seruus ſeruorum, euyll agre⸗ 
eth with your newe koꝛged dygni⸗ 
tie. But we wol not tary in matters 
playne. we onely deſp:e god, that 
Ceſar, and other Chꝛiſtian pzincis, 
wol agree vpon ſome holy councel, 
where trouthe may be tried and re⸗ 
lygyon ſette bp, whiche haue bene 
hurte by nothynge ſo ſoꝛe as by ge⸗ 
nerall not generall councelles. Er⸗ 
rours, abuſes growe to faſte, Erudi- 

C. b. mini 


A proteſtation. , 
mini, erudimini qui iudicatis terram, Gette | 
pou lernyng,you that iuge the erth, 
t excogitate ſome remedy, fo: theſe 
fo many diſeaſes of the ſycke chur⸗ 
che. They that be wyſeſte, doo diſ⸗ 
paire of a generall counceil.voher- 
koꝛe we thinke it nowe beſte, that e⸗ 
uery pꝛince calle a councell pꝛouin⸗ 
cial, and euery pꝛince to redꝛeſſe his 
owne realme. ve make all menne 
pꝛiuev, what we thynke beſte to be 
done koꝛ the redꝛeſſe of religion. Ik 
they lyk e it, we doubte not, but they 
wyll kolowe it, oꝛ ſome other better. 
Our truſte is, that all pꝛincis woll 
ſo handel them ſelfe in this behalf, 
that pꝛincis may enioy their owne, 
and pꝛieſtis of Rome content them 
ſelfis with that they ought to haue. 
Pꝛincis as we truſte, woll no lõger 
nouryſſhe wolues whelpes. They 


woll ſubſcrybe no moze to popiſſhe 
a pꝛide, 


? A proteſtation. 
it ip1de. to the papacy.cc. 

¶ Fauour our doinges, O chyy- 
ſten pꝛyncis, vour honour andan- 
: {cient maieſtie is reſtoꝛed. Remem⸗ 
+ {bze, there is nothynge perteynynge 
ſſo moche to a pꝛincis honour as to 
ſlette koꝛthe trouthe, and to heipe re⸗ 
flygvon. Take you hede, that they 
 1deceyte woꝛke not moꝛe mylchiete, 

than your vertue can do good. Ind 
euerlaſtynge warre, we wolde all 
pꝛincis had with this papacye. 48 
koꝛ theyꝛ decreeg ſo harkẽ to them, 
that pk in this Mantuan aſſemble, 
thynges be wel done, yetake them, 
but St as authoziſed by them, but 
[Þ trouth, c thynges that mayntein 
religion, are to be taken at all mens 
[handes. And euen as we woll ad- 
mitte thynges wel made ſo tf there 
be any thyng determyned in pꝛeiu⸗ 
| dyce of trouth, koꝛ 2 


2 20 
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the euyll grounded pꝛimacy oz that 
may hurte thauctozitie ot kynges, 
we pꝛoteſt vnto the hole woꝛld, that 
we neither allo we it, noꝛ wyl at any 
tyme allo we it. 
CTE HAVE CHRIST EN re- 
ders our mynde,concernyng the ge 
nerall councell: we thynke vou all 
ſee, that Haul, and his Cardinals 
Byſhops, abbottes, Monkes, Fry⸗ 
ers, with the reſte of the rablement, ; 
do nothynge leſſe intende, than the 
knowlege oz ſerche of trouth. Le ſe 
this is no tyme mete, Mantua noo 
place mete, foꝛ a generall councell. 
And though they were bothe mete, 
yet excepte ſome other cal this coũ⸗ | 
cell, you ſee, that we neither nede to 
come noꝛ to ſende. You haue harde 
howe euery pzynce in his owne re⸗ 
alme,maye quicte thynges amyſſe. 


If there be any of you, that canne 
ſhewe | 
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oi ſhewe vs a better way, we pꝛomiſe, 
; with all harty deſp2e to do that that 
1 ſhalbe thought beſte foꝛ the ſetiyng 
4 ok religion, — that we woll leaue 
our owne adupyles pt any manne 
] ſhewe vs better. hy che mynde 
0 4 of ours, we moſte hartily pꝛaye 
god, that gaue it vs, not 
onely to encreaſe in 
vs, but alſo to 
ſende it vn⸗ 
do all 
chiilten pꝛincis, all chꝛi⸗ 
ſten pꝛelates al chꝛi⸗ 
ſten people. 
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doubted Þxynce Henry theſvite, by the grace b 
God Kpnge of Englande and or Ftaunce, loꝛde 


0 
8 


ur 


YN THIS EPISTLE BOTHE 
the cauſes are plapnely declared, why the Apn⸗ 
ges hyghenes owghtneyther to ſendẽ noꝛ go to 
The Lonncill indicted at Ultncence,and alſo hom 
perplouſe a thinge it is fo; all ſuche as 
pꝛofeſſe the trewe doctrine 
© hether, 


HEREVNTO ALSO IS AN- 
nexed the Pꝛoteſtation made thelaft pere bp the 
GP hyghenes, his holle Counſaple and cler⸗ 


gye, as touchinge the Louncille indi⸗ 
_ ctedat Mantua c. 
¶ Rede bothe o Lhiiſten Reader , truthe is co⸗ 
mynge home, konge afoze bepnge in captyuprpe, 
ſteppe fo:th and meete her by the waye : pf thou 
Cee her pꝛeſente, embꝛace hir, and ſhewe thp leite 
gladde of her retourne. * | 


8 4 „ ww 
— 5 ? 
. 
* 
* 
* 
„ 
s. 
* 
* 
7 . 
* 
* 
* 
* 
. 
ud 
- * 
* 28 
— 4 
= x 
I . 
* * ' . 
» 
. * 
9 * 
, q * 4 
* 
* 
+ 
4 
ab 
* 
. 
e — 
oy , has Lv N - 4 


my 


— 


Q 


iÞenry the, viii, by the grace of god kinge 
of England and of Fraunce.⁊c.ſaluteth the 
Emperour, Chꝛiſten pꝛinces, and al true 


Chꝛiſten men, deſyrynge peace and 
concoꝛde amonges them. 


CEE HERE AS NOT 

„ 5 Alone ſithens a boke 
came fothe in our 
and all our coun - 
Itaples names, whi⸗ 
122 che bothe conteined 
many — * we refuſed the 
Councyle, then by the byſhoppe of 
Rome fyꝛſt indicted at Mantua, to 
be kept the. xxiii.day of May, after 

p2920ged to Mouẽbꝛe, no place ap⸗ 
pointed where it chuld be kept, Ind 
where as the ſame boke doth ſufft= 
ciently pꝛoue that our cauſe coulde 
take no hutt, neither with any thig 
done oz decreed in ſuch a copany of 
lwozne men,no2 in any other coun⸗ 
* called by the byſhop of Rome: 
A. ii. we 


we thought it nothynge neceſſarie, 


Uente wapes to mocke the wozld by 
newe pꝛetenced general councilles. 


as Paulus nowe byſſhoppe there, 


any man, which dilireth moze hart⸗ 
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fo oft to make newe pꝛoteſtations, 
as the byſhop of Rome by his lyn⸗ 
guler ſubtylte and crafte, dothe ins 


Mo, ik that our boke alone may foz 
euer defend our cauſe, and kepe vs 
from all conuenticles made by the 
byſhoppe of Kome, not onely ſuche 


calleth vs vnto, but alſo all other 
that ſhall be made by any this ſuc- 


ceſſour, trewely there is no doubte, 


but that it beynge confirmed with 
this our epiũle, map wel excuſe vs, 
which intende to come to Uincence 
euen as moch as we came to Man⸗ 
tua. And yet we neyther put foꝛthe 
that boke,nepther yet we wold this 
epiſtle to be ſet afoze it that there is 


Iyer 


| 
I 
p 


) 


j 
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Iyer than we, a generall Councille, 
oꝛ els gladlper wolde come to it: ſo 
that it were ſuch a one, as might be 
called generall,free, holpe, luche a 
one, we meane, as we ſpeake of in 
our pꝛoteſtation made concernyng 
the councill of Mantua. Truly as 
our fozefathers inuented nothynge 
moꝛe holyer thanne generall coun- 


| cilles : ſo there is almoſt no thinge, 


that may do moꝛe hurt to the Chꝛi- 


ſtian comon welthe, to the faith, to 


our religion, than generall coun⸗ 
cils, it we do abuſe them to luker, to 
gaynes, to the eſtablyſhment of er⸗ 
tours. Thep be called general, and 
euen by they2 name do admonyſſhe 
vs, that all Chꝛiſten men, which do 


dyſcente in any opinion, may in the 


openly franckly, and without feare 
of punyſhement oꝛ dyſpleaſure, ſay 
cher: mynde. Foz = por thin- 
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AN EPISTLE. W- 
es as are decreed in general coun⸗ 

ayles , touche egally all inen, it is 

| mete that euery man, maye boldely 
ſay there. that he thinketh. Neither 
we ſuppoſe, that it ought to be cal- 
i! led a generall Councyle, where al⸗ 
} onely thoſe men are harde, whiche 
„ are determyned foz euer, in al poin⸗ 
Þ tes, to defende the popyſſhe parte, 
bi and to atme them lelfe to fyghtein 
the byſſhoppe of Romes quarell, 
tchoughe it were agaynſte god and 
his ſcryptures. It is noo generall 
Councyle, neyther it oughte to be 
called general, where the lame men 

be aduocates and aduerlaryes, the 
ſame accuſed and iudges. No, it is 
agaynſte the lawe ok nature, either 
that we ſhulde make ſo vnreaſona- 
ble a lawe agaynſte our lelues, ey- 
ther that we ſhuld ſuffre our lelues 
zo be lefte without all defence, and 


beinge 


beynge oppꝛeſſed with greateſte in⸗ 
turyes, to haue no refuge to luccoz 
our ſelues at. The byſhop of Rome 
is our great ennemp, he beareth vs 
immoꝛtall hatred, as we and all oz 
ther men maye well perceyue by his 
doynges. He deſireth nothing moꝛe 
than our hurt, and the deſtrucciõ of 
our realme: do not we than violate 
the iugement of nature, if we gyue 
him power and auctozitie to be our 
iudge: His honour power, and pꝛi⸗ 
macie, whiche now are in queſtion, 
ſhall they not all be eſtablyſſhed , yf 
he beinge iudge, maye decide oure 
cauſes as hym lyſteth:Jf he may at 
his pleaſure oppꝛeſſe a cauſe moſte 
rightuoule, and ſet vp his, moſte a⸗ 


blynde, that ſeeth not, what ende we 
mape loke foꝛ of our controuerſpes. 
il ſuch our enemy may gyue the ſen 
| = A iin tence 


gayne trouth! Certaynly he is very | 


tete. We delire, if it were in any wyſe 
poſſible, a Coũcyl, where ſome hope 
map be, that thoſe thynges ſhall be 
reſtoꝛed, which now beinge depꝛa⸗ 
uate, are lyke, if they be not amen⸗ 
ded, to be the vtter ruyne of chziſten 
relygion. Ind as we do delyze ſuch 
a Councill, and thynke it mete that 
all men in all theyz payers ſhulde 
craue and deſpꝛe it of God, euen foo. 
we thynk it perteyneth vnto our ok⸗ 
fice, to pꝛouide bothe that thele po- 
pyſhe ſubtyltes hurte none of oure 
ſubiectes, and allo to admonithe o⸗ 
ther Chulten ꝛyncis, that the By⸗ 
ſhoppe of Rome mape not by they? 
conſent abuſe the auctozitte of kyn- 
ges, either to the plucking vp of the 
Golpell by the rootes (that now be⸗ 
gynneth to ſpꝛynge, to growe, and 
ſpꝛed abꝛode either to the troubling 
ol pꝛyncis lyberties, to the dyinyny- 

ſhynge 
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AN EPISTI E. 
ynge ol kynges auctozities, and 
to the great blemyſhe of their pꝛyn⸗ 
cely Maieſtie. We doubtenothyng, 
but a reder not percyall, wyll ſone 
appꝛoue ſuch thynges, as we wzyte 
in the treaties kolowynge not ſoo 
moche koꝛ oure excuſe, as that the 
woꝛlde maye perceyue, both the ſon⸗ 
dꝛye deceytes, craftes , # ſubtylties 
ol the papyſtes, and alſo, how moch 
we deſyꝛe, that controuerſies in re⸗ 
lygion maye ones be taken awaye. 

All that we layde there of Mantua, 
mape here well be ſpoken of Uin- 
cence. They do almooſt agrec in all 
poyntes . Nexther it is Iyke, that 
there woll be any moꝛe at this Con⸗ 
calle at Uincence, than were the laſt 
pere at Mantua. Trewely he is 
woꝛthy to be deceyued, that beynge 
twyle mocked, woll not beware the 
thyꝛde tyme . If any this laſte pere 
- made 


AN ET PIS TL Yu. 
made koꝛthe towarde Mantua, and 
beynge halfe on theyꝛ wapye , then 
perceaued, that they hadde taken 
vppon them that totirney in vayne. 
we do not thynke them ſo foolylche, 
that they woll hereafter ryde farre 
out of towne, to be mocked, The 
tyme alſo, and the ſtate of thynges 
is ſuche, that matters of Relygion 
mape rather nowe be bꝛought far- 
ther in trouble, as other thynges 
are, than be commodpoully intrea⸗ 
ted ot, and decyded. Foꝛ where as in 
maner the hole woꝛlde is after ſuch 
ſo:te trowbled with warres loo in⸗ 
tombꝛed with the greate pꝛeparati- 
ons that the Turke maketh, canne 
there be any manne ſo agaynſte the 
ſetlynge ok telygvon, that he wolle 
| thynkethis tyme mete foꝛ a general 
Councille : bndoubtely it is mete 
that ſuch controuerlpes, as we aus 


KS — 
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x 
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with the byſhoppe of Rome, be ta- 
ken as they are, that is, moch great 
ter then that they maye eyther be 
dyſcuſſed in this ſoo troubleſome a 
tyme, oz elles be commytted vnto 
pꝛoctours, without our greate ieo⸗ 
perdie, albeit the tyme were neuer 
ſo qupet. What other pꝛinces wyll 
do, we can not tell, but we wyll ney⸗ 
ther leaue our realme at this tyme, 
neyther we wyll truſte any pꝛoctour 
with our cauſe, wherein the holle 
ſtaye and welthe of our Realme ſtõ⸗ 
dethe, but rather we wyll be at the 
handlynge therof our ſelfe. Foz ex⸗ 
cepte both another iudge be agreed 
vppon foz thoſe matters and alſo a 
place moze commodyouſe be pꝛouy⸗ 
ded, fo2 the debatynge of our cau⸗ 
ſes, albeit all other thynges were | 
as we wolde haue them yet maye | 
welawefully refuſe to come 02 ſend 
= any 
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any to the Councille. we woll in no 
cale make hym oure arbiter, whiche 
not many yeres paſte, our cauſe not 


harde, gaue ſentence agaynſte vs. 
We woll that fuche doctrine, as we, 
folowyng the lcripture, do pꝛofeſſe, 
rytely to be exampyned , diſcuſſed , 
and to be bꝛought to ſcripture. as to 
the onely touche ſtone of trewe ler⸗ 
nynge. We wyll not ſuffre them to 
be abolyſſhed, ere euer they be dyl⸗ 
cuſſed, ne to be oppreſſed, befoꝛe they 
be knowen: moche leſſe we wyl ſul⸗ 
fre them to be troden downe, beyng 
ſo clerely trewe. No, as there is no 
tote in ſcripture, but we woll de⸗ 
fende it thoughe it were with ieo⸗ 
pardye ok oure lyfe, and peryll of 
this ure Realme: ſoo is there no⸗ 
thvnge, that dothe oppꝛeſſe this do⸗ 
ctryne, oꝛ obſcure it, but we woll be 


at contynuall warre therewith. — 
* 
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we haue abꝛogated all olde popyſſh 
tradicions in this our Realme, whi⸗ 
che eyther dydde helpe his tyꝛann p. 
o encreaſe his pꝛyde:ſo yt the grace 
of God fozlake vs not, we will well 
fo:ſce, that no newe nowghtye tra⸗ 
dictions be made with our conſent, 
And what mater is it, we pzay you, 
pf we doo not ſoo moche eſteme his 
auctoꝛitie, whan the Duke of Man 
tua ſetteth fo lytle by it? Foz if the 
bylſhoppe of Rome dydde erneſtely 
intende to kepe a Councyl at Man⸗ 
tua, and hath power by the lawe of 
God, to calle pꝛyncis to what place 
hym lyketh: why hath he not alſo 
auctoꝛitie to choſe what place hym 
Iyſteth ⸗The Byſhop choſe Man⸗ 
tua, the Duke kepte hym out of it. 
If Paule the Byſſhoppe of Romes 
auctoaitie be ſo greate,as he pꝛeten⸗ 
deth, why coulde not he compell Fez 

dericus, 
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Councyll myghte be kepte there? 
The Duke wolde not ſuffre it. No, 
he fozbaddehym his towne. Howe 


chaunceth it, that here excommu- 


nycations flye not abꝛoode: why 
dothe he notpunyſſhe this Duke! 


to be moze then full, here emptyer 
wonte to be moe then all, here no⸗ 
thynge ? Dothe he not calle men in 
vayne to a Cotincylle. if they that 
come at his callynge, be excluded 
the place, to the whyche he calleth 
thepm - Maye not Kynges iuſtely 
refuſe to come at his calle, when the 
Duke ot Mantua maye denye hym 
the place, that he choleth - {f other 
pꝛynces oꝛder hym, as the Duke of 
Mantua hath doone, what place 
ſhall be lefte hym , where he maye 


kepe his generall Conctllz Igayne, 


Ff 


dericus, Duke of Mantua that the 


whye is his power that was wont 


j| 
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If Pꝛynces haue gyuen hym this 
auctozitye, to calle a Councille, is 
hit not neceſſarye, that they gyue 
hym alſo, all thoſe thynges, with⸗ 
oute the whyche he canne not exer⸗ 
cyle that his power! Shall he calle 
men, and woll ye let hym fyndeno 
plate to call them bntox Trewely he 
is not wonte to appoynte one ot his 
owne Cytyes, a place to kepe the 
Councill in. No the good man is ſo 
faythefull and frendelp towarde o⸗ 
ther, that ſeldome he deſyꝛeth Pains 
tis to be his geſtes. And admytte he 
ſhulde calle vs to one ot his Cities, 
.thulde we ſafely walke within the 
walles of ſuch our enemyes towne⸗; 
were it mete koꝛ vs there to dyſcuſſe 
controuerſyes of Relygpon , oz to 
kepe vs out of our ennemyes trap⸗ 
pes - meete to ſtudye foz the defence 
of ſuche doctryne as we pꝛokeſſe, oz 


rather 


AN EPYSTLYE. 
tather howe we myghte in ſuche a 
th:onge of perylles be in ſauegarde 
of oure lyfe⸗ Well, tn this one acte 
the Byſhoppe of Rome hath decla⸗ 
red, that he hath none auctc:ytye 
vppon places in other mennes do⸗ 
mynyons , and therfoze yf he p20- 
myle a Councille in any of thoſe, 
he pzompyleth that that is in an o⸗ 
ther man to perfourme. and lo may 
he deceyue vs agayne. Nowe if he 
call vs to one of Hts owne fownes, 
we be a frayde to be at ſuche anho- 
ſtes table. we laye, better to ryſe a 
hungred, then to goo thenſe with 
our bellyes fulle . But they ſaye, 
the place is kounde, we nede noo 
moꝛe ſeke where the Councill ſhall 
be kepte. As who laythe, that, that 
chaunced at Mantua, mape not al⸗ 
ſo chaunce at Upncence, And as 


thoughe it were verxe lyke, that the 
Uenect- 
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Venecians, menne of ſuche wyles 
dome, ſhoulde not bothe fozeſee, 
and feare allo that, that the wyle 
Duke ot Mantua ſemed to feare. 
Certes, whan we thynke bppon 
the ſtate, that the Uenecians be 
in nowe, it ſemeth no very lyke⸗ 
Jy thynge, that they woll eyther 
leaue Uincence theyꝛ Citye to ſoo 
manp nations, withoute lomme 
greate garriſon of ſouldyers, oꝛ⸗ 
elles that they beyng elles where, 
ſo ſoze charged all redy , wyl nowe 
noꝛzyſſhe an armpe there. And if 
they wolde, dothe not Paulus 
hym ſelfe graunte, that it ſhulde 
be an euyll pꝛeſydent, and an euell 
exaumple, to haue an armed Con- 
ctile e Howe lo euer it hall be, we 
moſte hartely deſyꝛe you, that ve 
wolle vouchclafe , to reede thole 
B thin- 
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thynges , that we w2ote this laffe 
pere , touchynge the Mantuan 
Councille , Foz we nothynge 
doubte, but you, of your equytie, 
wyll ſtande on our ſpde agaynſte 
they? ſubtyltye and fraudes, and 
tudge ( excepte we be decepued ) 
that we in this buſyneſſe neyther 
gaue ſo moche to oure affections , 
neyther withoute great and moſte 
tuſte cauſes refuſed theyꝛ Coun⸗ 
cilles, theyꝛ Cenſures, and De- 
crees. whither theſe our wyptinges 
pleaſe all men, oꝛ no, we thynke, 
we ought not to paſle moche. No 
if that > indyfferentely ts wꝛyt⸗ 
ten of vs, mape pleaſe indyfferent 
reders, oure deſyꝛe is accomplyl⸗ 
ſhed. The falſe and myſtakynge 
of thynges, by men percyall, ſhall 
moue vs nothynge, ozelles verpe 
ytle. 
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| fpokento ſharpely, we pꝛaye pou 
impute it to the hatredde we bare 


kare ye moſte hartely well. and ye 
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lyttell. If we haue ſayde aughte 
agaynſte the deceytes of the Byl⸗ 
ſhoppe ot Rome, that maye ſeme 


vnto vyces, and not to any y - 
yell wyll that we bare hym. No, 
that he, and all his, maye per⸗ 


cepue, that we are rather at ſtryfe 


with his vices, than with hym, 
and his, oure pꝛaper is, bothe 
that it maye pleaſe god at the laſt 


| to open thep2 eyes, to make ſofte 


they: harde hartes, and that they 
ones maye with bs (theyz owne 


gloꝛpe ſette aparte) ſtudye to ſette 


koʒth the euerlaſtynge glozye, of 
the euerlaſtynge God. 
¶ Thus myghtye Emperoure 


Chꝛiſten Pꝛynces, thepyllers and 
ſtape 
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ſtaye of Chꝛyſtendome, Fare ye 
hartely well. Flſo all pe, whatte 
people ſo euer pe are, whyche doo 
dely:e, that the Goſpell and glozy 
of Chꝛyſte maye kloꝛyſſhe, Fare ve 
hartely well. | 


¶ Gyuen at London oute of our 

Palace at weſtmynſter, the eyght 

_ of Apꝛylle, the nyne and 
twentye yere of oure 


Keygne , 
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